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PROFILES IN 
SERVICE

Vlaming

JONATHAN 
VLAMING
NACo Board Member
Associate Superintendent 
of Planning, Design and 
Technology at Three Rivers 
Park District
Hennepin County, Minn. 

My favorite 
movie is:

Monty Python 
and the Holy 

Grail 

WORD 
SEARCH

COUNTIES WITH TOWNS 
BEARING SEASONAL NAMES

Created by: Charlie Ban

ADVENT: Jackson County, W.Va.

ANTLERS: Marquette County, Mich.

BELLS: Westmoreland County, Pa.

BLITZEN: Harney County, Ore.

CHRISTMASVILLE: Carroll County, 
Tenn.

COMET: Summit County, Ohio

EGGNOG: Garfield County, Utah

ELF: Clay County, N.C.

FROSTBURG: Allegany County, Md.

HOLIDAYHILLS: McHenry County, Ill.

JOLLY: Pike County, Ga.

MISTLETOE: Owsley County, Ky.

NORTHPOLE: Kootenai County, Idaho

RUDOLPH: Kenedy County, Texas

SAINTNICHOLAS: Duval County, Fla.
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Number of years involved 
in NACo: This is my first year 
as the National Association of 
County Park and Recreation Offi-
cials (NACPRO) liaison to NACo. 

Years in public service: 30

Occupation: Parks and 
natural resources planning and 
management 

Education: BA in Geography 
and MS in Forestry from the 
University of Minnesota 

The hardest thing I’ve ever 
done: Caregiving of a parent 
who refused help. 

Three people (living or 
dead) I’d invite to dinner: 
Isaac Asimov, Leonardo da Vinci 
and a translator since I don’t 
speak Italian 

A dream I have is to: Hike 
the Pacific Crest Trail from end to 
end in one trip.    

You’d be surprised to learn 
that: I used to play in a punk 
rock band. 

The most adventurous 
thing I’ve ever done: Set 
up roadblocks on highways 
and hand out travel diaries to 
collect tourism data 
in Idaho. My partner 
and I fished all of the 
blue-ribbon streams in 
Idaho during our off-
hours.     

My favorite way to relax 
is: BBQ, beer, a fire, family 
and friends in the backyard.      

I’m most proud of: My 
sons, my wife, my brother and 
the shed I built this summer. 
For work — a nature-based 
regional trail through four fully 
developed cities and my staff — 
they are great!  

Every morning I read: The 
newspaper on my phone. 

My favorite meal is: Hot dogs 
at a baseball game.  

My pet peeve is: People 
who have no understanding of 
shopping cart etiquette in the 
grocery store.    

My motto is: The best way to 
predict the future is to create it.  

The book I am currently 
reading: The first book of the 

Travis McGee series by John D. 
MacDonald. There are 21 books 
in the series, and they take place 
in southern Florida. Living this far 
north, you need this sort of thing 
to help get through the winter. 

My favorite music is: Any live 
music.

My favorite U.S. president 
is: Teddy Roosevelt, for his 
conservation vision. Thank you, 
Teddy.  

NACPRO is a NACo mem-
ber because: Parks, health, 
the environment, the economy, 
quality of life are all more suc-
cessful when packaged together. 
Counties are agile and adept at 
moving good ideas forward. 
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NACo STAFF
• Rodney Garner has joined NACo as an IT 

Specialist. He previously served as the IT support 
analyst for Medstar and IT systems specialist/
network administrator for Montgomery County 
Public Schools in Maryland. He earned a bach-
elor’s degree in Computer Science Technology.  

• Andrea Newsom has joined NACo as a 
grant staff accountant. Prior to joining NACo, 
Andrea served as the financial analyst for Max-
imus Inc. and director of purchasing and bud-
geting and grant manager for Hendrix College 
in Arkansas. She earned a bachelor’s degree in 
Mathematics.  

• Gozel Holt has joined NACo as senior ad-
ministrative assistant. She previously served 
as program officer and program coordinator 
for Counterpart International. Gozel earned 
a bachelor’s degree in English Language and 
Literature and a master’s degree with a con-
centration in International Peace and Conflict 
Resolution and Woman Studies.  

• Chief Technology Officer Rita Reynolds 
participated in the Digital Communities Work-
group discussion Nov. 17 held by eRepublic 
and focused on IT modernization for the future.

• Executive Director Matt Chase delivered 
the keynote speech Nov. 18 to the Nevada As-
sociation of Counties at its 2020 Virtual Annu-
al Conference and spoke on federal advocacy 
Nov. 19 at the Alaska Municipal League’s 2020 
Virtual Annual Conference.




